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1. Summary  
 
1.1 The Committee will discuss, with expert guests, green spaces in London and their contribution to 

local quality of life. The meeting is expected to consider the distribution, accessibility and quality of 

green spaces and how these factors may mean that local green spaces contribute differently to 

quality of life for different groups of Londoners.   

 

1.2 This meeting is planned to be part of a broader investigation into environmental quality of life in 

London, looking also at other local factors including air pollution, noise and the environmental 

performance of homes.  

 
 
2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committee agrees the scope and terms of reference of an investigation into 

environmental quality of life, attached as Appendix 1.  

 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to invited 

guests on green spaces and environmental quality of life in London and notes the 

subsequent discussion.  

2.2  
 

2.3 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with party Group 

Lead Members, to agree any output arising from the discussion.  

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 Green space is a significant factor in local quality of life. Studies have shown the benefits for 

indicators such as health, emotional wellbeing and property values. 

 

 



        

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

Distribution of green space   

4.1 London’s area is nearly 50% green, including large areas of Green Belt land around the outer 
fringe, and parks, nature reserves, private gardens and other green areas within the city and 
suburbs. There is generally less green space in inner and central London, though certain large 
parks run against this trend. 

 

Accessibility of green space 

4.2 Much of London’s green space, from farmland to gardens, is not open to the public, though public 

access is in practice generally permitted in some urban spaces, and there are public rights of way 

crossing private land in the Green Belt.  

 

4.3 There are also differences in the practical accessibility of spaces that are in principle open to the 

public, such as how well-known or visible they are, whether access routes are impeded by obstacles 

like busy roads, and whether spaces feel welcoming.  
 

4.4 Spaces may be differently accessible to different groups of Londoners. As London’s demographics 

vary across the city, the distribution of green spaces may affect certain groups differently. Also, 

accessibility can differ between people even in the same locality. Steps, slopes, ground surfaces and 

leisure equipment cater to different types and degrees of mobility. These and other design factors 

can also make a difference to the usability of spaces for people according to which senses they use. 

Awareness and the sense of welcome may differ between communities of identity or culture.  

 

Quality of green space  

4.5 Other aspects of the features and design of green spaces also contribute to their benefits for local 

people. These include both green features of the space such as plants and wildlife, and built or 

installed features such as leisure facilities.  

 

Invited guests  

4.6 The Committee has invited expert guests to contribute to the discussion.  

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report.  

 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There is no financial implication to the GLA arising from this report.  
 



        

 

List of appendices to this report: 

Appendix 1 - Scope of investigation into Environmental Quality of Life Across London  
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: 

None 

Contact Officer: Ian Williamson, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 6541 

E-mail: environmentcommittee@london.gov.uk  

 

mailto:environmentcommittee@london.gov.uk

